
OLVER SENDS EARTH DAY MESSAGE TO BUSH ADMINISTRATION: STOP ASSAULT ON ENVIRONMENT

  
           WASHINGTON - Today, Earth Day, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st           District) joins with environmental organizations in calling on the           Bush Administration to stop its assault on the environment.

           "Unfortunately for our country, the Bush Administration           is doing the bidding of special interests by working to reverse decades           of bipartisan progress on the environment - by working to roll           back such bipartisan landmark legislation as the Clean Air Act, the           Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act," Olver said. "Almost           every day, the Bush Administration takes another step - often           not seen by the public - to undermine our environmental laws           and regulations."

           One in four people in America live within four miles           of a major toxic waste site on the "Superfund" list. The           Bush Administration has abandoned the principle of "polluter           pays" for Superfund toxic waste clean-ups. Under the Clinton           Administration, the Superfund Trust Fund, funded by polluter-paid fees,           paid for most of such clean-ups. By contrast, under the Bush Administration,           the Trust Fund is now empty - shifting major costs onto the American           taxpayer. 

           The Bush Administration is continuing to try to open           up, for the first time, the pristine coastal plain of the Arctic National           Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil and gas drilling. It is pushing for this           despite opposition from a public that believes we should not sacrifice           one of our most magnificent wildlife refuges for the sake of only a           six months' supply of oil, 10 years from now. 

           The Administration is rolling back clean air enforcement           rules for the oldest and dirtiest power plants - which the American           Lung Association has called "the most harmful and unlawful air           pollution initiative ever undertaken by the federal government." It           is also undermining the Clean Water Act by proposing to slash funding           for the states' Clean Water revolving loan funds by 37 percent.

           The Administration is also trying to delay imposing           limits on the emission of toxic mercury from power plants - despite           the fact that 600,000 babies are born each year with prenatal mercury           exposure, which can cause damage to the brain and heart. The Environmental           Protection Agency is scrapping a Clinton Administration effort that           was on track to cut mercury emissions beginning in 2007. The proposed           new rule would postpone reductions until 2018 at the earliest.

           "Earth Day is a solemn reminder of our collective           responsibility to preserve our environment and natural resources for           generations to come. Today, I rededicate myself to fight the Administration's           proposed environmental rollbacks, work to keep our air and water clean,           protect our public lands and prevent the Administration from auctioning           off our environment to the highest bidder," Olver said. 

           Last month, Olver, along with Congressman           Wayne T. Gilchrest (R-MD), introduced bipartisan           House legislation to fight global warming. The Climate Stewardship           Act would set a cap           for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global           warming, while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological           innovation           and profitable opportunities for companies to cut           emissions. Olver and Gilchrest are co-chairmen of the Climate Change           Caucus, a clearinghouse           for information and a forum to build support for           appropriate and pro-active environmental policy. 

           In addition, as a member of the House Appropriations           Committee, Olver is committed to continuing to fight for full funding           for programs and initiatives aimed at protecting the environment.
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